
September 27, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

September 27, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny 

Turner presiding. Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Gene 

Teague, and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Council Member Mark Stroud was absent. Staff present 

included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney 

Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, and Police 

Chief Sean Dunn.    

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order.  Following the invocation by Council Member 

Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the September 13, 2016 Council Meeting – Hodge 

made a motion to approve the minutes; the motion was seconded by Bowles with a 4-0 

Council vote in favor.   

Secretary of Commerce Todd Haymore – Mayor Turner welcomed Secretary Haymore.  

Haymore said his focus is on economic development to create more jobs and opportunities.  He 

plans to focus heavily on rural Virginia and he looks forward to working with Council 

Members.  

Hear an update from Senator Bill Stanley regarding I-73 – Senator Stanley thanked 

Council Members for inviting him and provided history on the purpose behind the planning of 

I-73.  I-73 would bring jobs and revenue to the area and the highway would pay for itself 

within ten years.  He said that because of changes, he does not feel that I-73 will be expanded 

into the Henry County-Martinsville area unless the region takes action through the 

establishment of a regional transportation authority capable of generating funding through a 

sales tax add-on. There will need to be a decision made how to repurpose the money originally 

set for I-73. Hodge asked what the timeframe for construction would be if the tax was levied.  

Stanley said he believed it could take twenty years or less to complete.  Teague confirmed that 

the eastern Henry County route is the one that has been altered.  Stanley’s recommendation is 

to go back to the original plan following the bypass and feels that the road will not be built 

with the new route.  Teague asked about the elimination of the B-POL.  Stanley said he does 

not foresee the B-POL going away.  Teague asked if a regional authority agreement would need 

to be approved before the City could charge an additional tax to cover the cost of construction.  

Teague says the road needs to be built and he fully supports the original route if that is what 

is needed to make the construction happen. Once the draft proposal is complete, Stanley 

would send a copy to Council by early 2017. Teague asked if Roanoke had approved the draft. 

Towarnicki said the draft would go to Roanoke Council early October for consideration. 

Stanley stated that I-73 is alive and well regardless of previous reports that the project was 

dead.  
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Hear an overview of the September 26, 2016 Druid Hills/Uptown area Neighborhood 

Tour and Meeting – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the neighborhood tour and 

neighborhood meeting at Patrick Henry Elementary School of the Druid Hills and Uptown 

area.  Two citizens expressed concern about barking dogs.  City Attorney Monday said if a dog 

outdoors barks for 15 minutes or longer then that is a violation of the noise ordinance. 

Presentation of proclamation recognizing October, 2016 as Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month – Council Member Hodge read the proclamation and Mayor Turner presented the 

proclamation to Warren Rogers, CAFV Director.  Rogers thanked Council for the recognition 

and said he wished the organization did not need to exist however, 117 adults and 41 children 

have been served since January 1, 2016.  The organization’s name has been changed to 

Southside Survivor Response Center.   
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Hear comments and a presentation from Phil Hysell of National Weather Service in 

Blacksburg, VA on Martinsville being recognized as a National Weather Service StormReady 

Community – Robert Scott, Emergency Management Coordinator for the City.  He said Bob 

Phillips begun the application process along with J.R. Powell and T.J. Slaughter.  Scott said it 

was Phillips dedication to the City that allowed the City to qualify as a StormReady City. Phil 

Hysell recognized those who helped make Martinsville StormReady and detailed what was 

involved in becoming qualified. StormReady was started in 1999. Martinsville met and 

exceeded the requirements needed to certify.  Hysell said it was a privilege to work with both 

Scott and Phillips and said only 1/3 of the counties in the state have this recognition.  Hysell 

also presented the city with a StormReady sign.   

Hear an update from Amanda Witt of the M-HC Chamber of Commerce regarding 

activities related to the City/C-PEG Small Business Development contract and the Community 

Business Launch project – Witt updated Council on the community business launch project 

StartUp Martinsville and said the last of those businesses will hold their grand opening on 

Friday.  All businesses have done well since their opening and she thanked Council members 

for attending those openings and visiting the businesses after opening.  She said funding has 

been secured on the second year of the program. TGIF season was successful.  The Farmers 

Market did well.  OctoberFest is Saturday October 1 from 11:00-4:00.  Uptown Trick-or-

Treating will be held on October 31.  The George W. Lester fund was awarded to two City 
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businesses.  Hodge asked Witt to clarify the purpose of the planning grant and encouraged 

Witt to reach out to the CDC who is revitalizing property on the West End.  

Hear an update from David Hoback, Executive Director of West Piedmont Planning 

District Commission on the PDC’s regional strategic planning effort – Hoback provided 

historical background on the strategic planning efforts. West Piedmont Regional Summit will 

be Wednesday Oct 19, 2016 11:00-4:30pm at New College and will include a professional 

meeting facilitator. Hoback said the summit would only be as good as the people who 

participate. He will provide the City Manager with a list of people being invited and asked 

Council to advocate and encourage them to attend and would like Council to suggest others 

who would be beneficial but may have been left out.  

Consider comments developed by staff for submission to the Commission on Local 

Government related to the current annexation study – City Manager Towarnicki provided 

background on House Bill 945 and Senate Bill 309 approved during the 2016 General 

Assembly. He referred Council to documents that were added to the DropBox for their 

information. He read the comments that he and the City Attorney drafted and invited changes 

and suggestions from Council.  Hodge suggested wording to include timing or sense of urgency 

to encourage results.  Teague suggested the draft offer specific solutions to problems including 

the state providing more public safety funding and include language related to the creation of 

a dependent City.  Hodge stated that she was more in favor of lifting the moratorium.  Turner 

suggested that an independent City give up the right to annex and in return give up the BPOL 

tax.  Teague disagreed with Turner’s reasoning.  Bowles says she is in favor of Martinsville 

being able to annex.  Hodge said she would rather fight for annexation rather than reversion. 

Towarnicki read a recap of the Commission on Local Government Annexation Study report. 

Towarnicki said he would draft those changes and send to them later this week.  

Consider approval of consent agenda – Towarnicki requested that both items be voted 

on separately.  Teague made a motion to approve Item 1 of the consent agenda; Hodge 

seconded the motion with all members voting in favor.  Teague made a motion to approve Item 

2 of the consent agenda as presented; Hodge seconded the motion with all members voting in 

favor.  
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Comments by members of City Council – Hodge said she traveled to Roanoke with Chief 

Dunn and Sheriff Draper to attend a Town Hall meeting to hear comments from people in 

South West Virginia and discuss grants available for community policing.  She enjoyed the 

time to spend with the law enforcement officials and was able to discuss those proposals.  

Turner said the Police Department was commended at the neighborhood meeting on Monday.   

Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki shared that there is a large fishing 

tournament being held at Philpott Lake.  They have asked that the Mayor and Vice Mayor 

attend and be recognized.  The last community business launch grand opening for Southern 

Nosh will be Thursday September 29 at 4:30pm.  Outstanding Military Veteran of the Year 

applications are available on the City website and due October 14, 2016.  Once the 

nominations are submitted, a panel will choose a recipient who will be recognized.  

Martinsville Area Community Foundation’s annual community reception will be held October 

6 at 6:30 so he needs to know which Council Members plan to attend.  

Business from the Floor (not televised) – Sophia Esdaile asked how the City Council 

members communicate with their constituents.  Turner said by phone, email and says he 

personally visits uptown and attending events. Hodges says some citizens will also stop by 

their home and Bowles mentioned social media. Teague mentioned restaurants and grocery 

stores were also good places to communicate with people and said they will recognize Council 

Members and express concern.  She serves on the Harvest Foundation Youth board and 

welcomes any suggestions Council could offer.  Hodges said she would prefer to do that 
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individually instead of publicly.  Teague suggested those organizations that could serve more 

need.  Turner says there is a need to be more proactive in our community.   

 A representative from the college said she has students in attendance and she hopes 

they have benefited from the meeting.  Melvin Johnson who is taking part of social work 

program through NCI said he found it interesting that Senator Stanley attended and to see the 

work Stanley is doing.  He was impressed how Council responded to Stanley with questions.  

He thinks Council does a fine job and he is considering running for Council in the future.   

There being no further business, a motion was made by Teague to adjourn the meeting, 

seconded by Hodge with all Council Members voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 

9:27pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   

 


